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WCPC Meeting Updates 

In order to keep everyone safe, we will 

continue to meet via Zoom. A meeting 

reminder and link to the Zoom meeting 

will be emailed to members a week be-

fore our meeting. Please feel free to in-

vite a friend to our meeting!   

   
For our 2023-24 topics we’ve decided 
to run through the alphabet. In Febru-
ary we’ll begin with the letter A 
 
January 24, 6:30 p.m. 
 Showcase (an outside judge will 
 judge our favorite photos) 
 
February 28, 6:30 p.m.  
 Topic: Arches or Avocados 
 
February 28, 6:30 p.m. 
 Topic: Birds or Books 
 
March 28, 6:30 p.m. 
 Topic: Clouds or Curves 

Important Dates  

Reminder—Club memberships dues will be due in 

January. Dues are $20 a year. See the email that 

came along with this newsletter for more information 

as to where to send your dues. 

 

Upcoming Judging for N4C 

Our club will be judging for N4C in the following 

months. We hope that everyone will take a turn judg-

ing these competitions.  

  

 February 2023—digital journalism 

 April 2023—digital B&W 

 
N4C has put together a judging guide video that ex-

plains the judging process and offers helpful infor-

mation about judging for N4C. Judging is something 

all members should participate in as it not only helps 

the photographer whose image is being judged, but 

also may inspire your own photography. Check it out 

at: https://n4c.us/Videos/Judging_N4C_by%20Mark-

Gromko.mp4 

Items of Note 

 
Spread the joy — have a favorite place you like to photograph? Invite 

club members to join you and make a field trip out of it.   

https://n4c.us/Videos/Judging_N4C_by%20Mark-Gromko.mp4
https://n4c.us/Videos/Judging_N4C_by%20Mark-Gromko.mp4
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Spring Break 

Saturday, March  11, 2023 

Spring Lake Park High School 

1100 81st  Avenue NE 

Spring Lake Park,  MN 

It’s been three years since we’ve been able to 

get together in person for the TCACCC’s annual 

Spring Break event. For those of you who have 

never attended a Spring Break event before, the 

Camera Council provides an excellent line-up of 

local and national speakers to speak about vari-

ous aspects of photography. In the past, the 

Raptor Center has provided raptors for us to 

photograph up close and, during the breaks, 

there are lots of vendors set up to show you the 

latest in those gadgets we love to have. You get 

all this and a box lunch for $50. More information 

will be available on their website as the date gets 

closer: https://cameracouncil.org/spring-break/ 

 

2023 Interclub Photo Competition 

The Camera Council also  sponsors an interclub 

competition between it’s affiliated clubs (15 clubs 

around Minnesota and Western Wisconsin) and 

their members. The competition has two parts — 

one for individuals and one for clubs to compete 

against each other. Linda Rutherford will handle 

the club competition, but it’s up to our members 

to submit photos to the competition for the indi-

vidual competition.   

 

For the individual competition, there are four digi-

tal categories: altered reality, nature,  mono-

chrome, and realistic. If you wish to submit 

prints, the two categories are print monochrome 

and print color. Up to three images in each cate-

gory can be submitted with a max of 20 entries 

from one competitor. The entry deadline for all 

submissions is 5  p.m. Saturday, January 21, 

2023. More details about the competition can be 

found on the Camera Council’s webpage: https://

cameracouncil.org/interclub-competition/ 

 

 

 

The N4C Annual Spring Mini-Convention will 

be held at Wesley Woods Camp and Retreat 

Center near Indianola, Iowa April 28-30, 2023. 

Most participants stay at the Center, staying in 

dorm rooms that sleep 2-4 people, but there are 

other lodging options nearby. You can expect 

excellent programs, hands-on workshops inter-

spersed with N4C business meetings and new 

photo subjects for some great images.  

 

The N4C Fall Convention 2023, Blufftops & 

Backroads, will be sponsored by the Dubuque, 

Iowa Camera Club September 15-16, 2023.  

More news will become available later next year. 

Dubuque is a easy five hour drive from the Twin 

Cities and will be filled with new and interesting 

subjects to photograph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interclub News  from the             

Twin Cities Area Council of Camera Clubs 

N4C News 

https://cameracouncil.org/spring-break/
https://cameracouncil.org/interclub-competition/
https://cameracouncil.org/interclub-competition/
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Members In Focus  
We asked members if they had any New Year’s Resolutions regarding their photography and a few 

of you responded.  

  

Judy Lathrop’s resolution is to photograph a great moonset over the bridges in St. Paul. To achieve 

that she is interested in getting a long lens for her new Nikon mirrorless camera, so is considering 

renting one. If anyone has experience renting, she would like to know how that went and where to 

rent. Since the last newsletter, she made a trip to Karen Davidson’s home to help with the print judg-

ing our club was assigned. According to her, Karen is the hostess with mostest. There were lots of 

photo opportunities along with great companionship. Pat McLean and she made a fun discovery on 

the road back to Duluth. They found a whole field of milkweed just opening. With the sun out she got 

some beautiful shots. Tamarack was an interesting new subject for her to photograph.   

 

Sue Oberstar said her resolution is to use her flash more often when taking photos. 

 

Most of Marilyn Lamoreux’s photography has been at home or in the neighborhood. In December 

she had cataract surgeries, but is done now and is looking forward to getting out and about more in 

the new year. Here are a couple of just-for-fun mandalas she created from her flower photos. 

 

 

 

 

  

Linda Rutherford and Beverly Hawkins wrote about their most recent travels. Linda headed up north 

with Pat McLean, Judy Lathrop and Sue Oberstar to visit Karen Davidson and to judge N4C Altered 

Reality prints and Bev tells us about her trip to Banff, Alberta.  Read on to hear about their adven-

tures. 

 

Christmas Cactus by Marilyn Lamoreux 
Calla Lily Rotation by Marilyn Lamoreux 

Members in Focus continued on page 4 



Women’s Photo Club, Vol. 2, No. 1, Winter  2023                                                                                                                      Page 4 

 

 
Adventures Up North 

By Linda Ruthrford 

Members in Focus continued on page 5 
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Members in Focus continued on page 6 
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Members in Focus continued on page 7 Members in Focus continued on page 7 
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Members in Focus continued on page 8 
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Travel to Banff 

                                                                     By Beverly Hawkins 

This past fall, my husband and I traveled with another couple to Banff, Alberta, Canada. We stayed in 

Lake Louise, which became our home base for the trip. The towns near Lake Louise and Jasper are 

prime for landscape, wildlife and macro photography. Although we could have changed our lodging 

locations every few days, it was nice to know we didn’t need to pack and 

unpack more than once on the trip.  

We started our trip by visiting some of the iconic locations that the Banff ar-

ea is known for, including Lake Moraine, Lake Louise, the Columbia 

Icefields and Morant’s Curve, near the Bow River. All of these locations are 

beautiful, although they still had plenty of tourists in the off-season. 

Some of the highlights of the trip were photographing the beautiful lakes 

near the Bow River that stretches in front of the Canadian Rockies. Hector 

Lake is known for its beautiful mirror-like reflections of the Mountains. Bow 

Lake is a short hike with an amazing view and flows in and out of the Bow 

River. Peyto Lake, is a glacier-fed lake known for its unique turquoise color. 

Each of these is easily accessed off the main road, HWY 1A, that runs from 

Lake Louise to Jasper.  

On one excursion, we were talking too much and took a wrong turn. We were miles off our designat-

ed route when we discovered the most magical location of our trip, Yoho National Park, in British Co-

lumbia. Here we discovered Natural Bridge Park, where the water appears to have multiple waterfalls 

merging together into the rocks that create a natural bridge. Below this natural bridge was Kicking 

Horse River with a backdrop of evergreen trees and the Rocky 

Mountains. Next, we came across Emerald Lake, true to its 

name it was emerald green.  

There are many more great locations that we discovered on 

this trip. Needless to say, the Banff area is a target rich envi-

ronment for any photographer. I look forward to returning to the 

magic of the Canadian Rockies again soon. 
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By Sue Oberstar 

Glad to share my latest photography endeavors. I anxiously waited for the new Apple iPhone 14 Pro  

to hit the market so I could experiment with the new camera lenses and features. 

 

One of the first kinds of shooting was long exposure 

 night shots. Just like in DSLR shooting focus lock,  

setting a negative exposure, and using a tripod  

with a remote trigger produces a better night image.  

There are three ways to trigger a shutter without  

touching the phone: using the earbud’s  volume  

buttons, setting the phone’s timer (in a hidden  

menu) or purchasing a Bluetooth remote trigger  

(Xenvo or Camkix Shutter). I was pleased with the                                                                      

quality of the night image produced. 

                                                                              

My second favorite feature was learning to blur                                        

the background when shooting in Portrait mode.           

In the editing process on the phone, a tap of the  

                                                                                  

 

 

  screen produces a slider to adjust the bokeh of                                                                              

  the image. Another tap-and-hold shows a before                                                                                

  and after view of the image. 

 

  Most of us have a powerful phone camera in our                                                                               

  pocket with many features that might be under                                                                                

  used. I, too, underestimated the power of my                                                                                 

  iPhone’s camera until I took an online course                                                                                 

  called iPhone Photo Academy from the Latvian                                                                                 

  Photographer Emil Pakarlis. He teaches the                                                                                  

  principles of photography, various types of shoot-                            

  ing, and editing done exclusively on the iPhone. 

 

  Although I have switched to one of the latest                       

  iPhones, Emil shows great iPhone images dating all   

  the way back to iPhone4. Other brands may provide  

  these features and more as phone companies race to  

  provide new features to gain our purchase dollars. 

iPhone Photography  

Night Photo by Sue Oberstar 

Self portrait by Sue Oberstar 
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by Marilyn Victor 

My New Year’s resolution is always to get more organized. When it comes to my vast collection of 

photos (digital and prints), it’s a daunting task. However, I do have a couple of tips if you’re looking 

to get those photos organized. 

I’m not one of those organized individuals who weeds 

out all the unwanted photos as soon as they’re import-

ed onto my computer. As I tend to shoot on spurt 

mode, I have a lot of duplicates that could easily be 

deleted. So it’s time to weed out all the blurred, dupli-

cates and unsavable photos. I’ve found that taking it in 

small doses works best. This year I’ve taken to culling 

my photos by the month. I’m writing this in December 

and have decided I will go through all of the photos that I took in December of each year, which nar-

rows the field considerably. When January rolls around, if I haven’t finished December, I’ll just move 

on to January. There’s always next December to continue the culling. This approach has made the 

task much less daunting and narrowing the field in this manner makes it more likely that I’ll take the 

time to tackle the task.  

Another project that always hangs over my head is the desire to create photo books. I have hun-

dreds of old photos going back to WWI that I’ve scanned. I wanted to collect them in a photo book 

so my family will have a photo album of old photos with explanations and anecdotes about all those 

family members they haven’t met or don’t remember. But where to begin? Once again I decided to 

take it in smaller doses.  

Last year I gathered all of the photos from Christmases past and created a photo book that included 

old photos of me as a child and progressed through the years and ended in the present year’s pho-

tos of Christmas gatherings. I gave a copy to my son and daughter and it was a big hit. This year I 

focused on photos from the 1950s. Limiting myself to one decade made the project much easier. I 

began with photos of my parents when they were dating, 

their wedding pictures, and ended with photos of my 

brother and me when we were five and nine, respective-

ly. My next photo book project will be to gather photos 

from the 60s to create a collection that will be fun and in-

formative for my family to enjoy. I also plan to gather up 

all my children’s official school photos and collect them 

into one volume of photos.  I think they’ll enjoy seeing 

how they’ve changed through the years.   

Getting Organized 
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As we look back at past few years we have made many changes to the Women’s Camera Club, 

from meeting at the Ridgedale Library to struggling to keep our members involved and connected 

throughout COVID. We have gotten pretty good at Zoom meetings, judging photos for other clubs 

remotely, continuing to have group photo outings and reviving  the club’s newsletter.  

We are a group of very talented photographers and artists. This is our club and we would like to 

hear from you! 

Which brings us to the following questions:  

What would make Women’s Photography Club more robust for you? 

What would you like to see more or less of in our newsletter?  

Is there a topic, technique or resource that you would like to see in our newsletter? 

Would you like to share your knowledge, insights or perspective on a topic? 

Do you have any ideas for an outing?  We are happy to work with you to set it up. 

Please feel free to send your responses to Marilyn and Bev directly. 

 

 

February—Arches or Avocados 

March—Birds or Books 

April—Clouds or Curves 

May—Dishes or Dogs 

June—Eggs or Eyeglasses 

July—Feathers or Flowers 

August—Gears or Green 

September—Hands or Harbours 

October—Ice or Insects 

November—Jets or Jewelry 

 

Year End Review 

Topics for 2023 
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Winter Photo Opportunities

Sax-Zim Bog—Located three hours north of the Twin Cities, 

if you’re tough enough to brave the cold, this area 

(exceeding 147,000 acres) is best-known for winter bird 

watching and photography opportunities. It is well known as 

a wintering  

area for great gray owls, northern hawks and rough-legged 

hawks. Winter is the perfect time to see boreal chickadees, 

Canada jays, black-backed woodpeckers, evening and pine 

grosbeaks, just to name a few. There is a welcome center 

open during the winter months to learn about the local birds, 

pick up a map, warm-up or use the outhouse.  

 

Hudson Hot Air Affair, February 3-5th, E. P. Rock Elementary, 340 13th St. S., Hudson, WI 

This fun filled weekend is packed with indoor and outdoor events (see the website for more infor-

mation). It kicks off with a torchlight parade, followed by fireworks on Friday evening. Saturday and 

Sunday feature the launching of  30+ hot air balloons at 7:30 a. m. (depending on weather). Don’t 

miss Saturday evening with the Hot air Balloon Glow at 6:30 p.m.  Dress warm and don’t forget your 

camera!  

 

North Star Roller Derby, February 11, Lee & Rose Warner Coliseum, State Fair Grounds 

Watch and photograph these competitive ladies as they compete in this full contact athletic competi-

tion. Tickets available here. 

 

Legacy Luau Gymnastics Invitational, January 27-29
th
, 2023, Warner Coliseum, State Fair 

Grounds 

The 12th Annual Legacy Luau Gymnastics Invitational will showcase Levels 3-5,  Bronze, Silver and 

Gold,  and Levels 6-10, Diamond and Platinum.  

 

St. Paul Winter Carnival, January 26-February 5, 2023 

Most activities are located in Downtown St. Paul. Events include parades, ice fishing tournament, 

snow sculptures and the Fire Run.  Check out their website for dates and times for these and other 

events.                                                                      

 

 

A photograph is a secret about a secret. The more it tells you the less 
you know. — Diane Arbus, American photographer 

(Winter Photo Opportunities continued on page 14) 

https://saxzim.org/plan-your-visit/
https://hudsonhotairaffair.com/
https://northstarrollerderby.com
https://www.rollerderbytickets.com/130657805/north-star-roller-derby-season-17
https://www.gymlegacy.com/_files/ugd/934aa2_173c657d3b8e4adfa5853101318ad3b4.pdf
https://www.wintercarnival.com/
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After the flurry of the holidays, why not sit back and buy yourself an after-holiday gift. Here are some 

ideas you may not have thought of.  

Electric Portable Pocket Heaters—Want to keep those digits toasty when shooting outdoors in the 

cold?  Try some electrical portable pocket heaters.  There are several on the market, and come with 

various handy features, like turning off automatically or charging your phone. 

 

Mini Wireless Mobile Photo Printer—Want to instantly print  photos from your mobile to share with 

friends and family?  Try a Kodak step wireless mobile photo mini printer compatible with iOS & An-

droid, NFC and Bluetooth devices. 

 

Seat Gap Fillers—Ever been in a rush to get out of the car, grabbing your camera and gear and 

then your keys fall out of your hands and in between the seats?  There’s a solution for that. They’re 

called Drop Stop, the seat gap filler. They cover the cag in front of, surrounding and behind the seat 

belt catch.  

 

Got Gadgets? 

You don’t have to travel all the way to the Dakotas to see bison. There are four loca-

tions within an easy drive of the Twin Cities where conservation herds of this iconic 

animal can be seen. A key element in keeping prairies healthy, their grazing habits 

and wallowing boost plant diversity and exposes soil so seeds can germinate and soil 

can hold water providing breeding habitat for frogs and toads. 

Minnesota Zoo, Apple Valley —The DNR partnered with the zoo to raise and manage a herd of bi-

son with the healthiest genetics possible (less than 5% of tested bison show no signs of cattle DNA). 

The northern trail also offers other animals that enjoy our Minnesota winters; Bactrian camels, Amur 

tigers, and Takins. 

 

Spring Lake Park Reserve, Hastings introduced a small herd of bison to their prairie in October. 

While they are currently not visible, a public viewing will be held in the Spring of 2023 to introduce 

the herd. During the year the bison herd will be moved to different areas, but their webpage will be 

updated to let you know where you can see them 

 

Minneopa State Park, Mankato,  has a drive that takes you through 3325 acres of bison range. Alt-

hough the park is open year round, be sure to check their website for hours as they may change due 

to weather or holidays.  

 

Belwin Conservancy, Afton —Bison live on the Belwin prairie from mid-May to early October. They 

roam on 130 acres and can be observed from a viewing area and platform. There’s a bison festival 

in May when you can witness the bison herd being released onto the prairie.  

(Continued from Winter Photo Opportunities page 13) 

https://www.amazon.com/Warmers%EF%BC%8CElectric-Portable-Heating-Double-Sided-Outdoor/dp/B0BFVVZ26Q/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=jJjVf&content-id=amzn1.sym.ee06f2bc-d0cf-42cc-abb3-35fc0f1c6257&pf_rd_p=ee06f2bc-d0cf-42cc-abb3-35fc0f1c6257&pf_rd_r=FTQ96QBPVPPFXJND7H
https://www.amazon.com/Wireless-Printer-Compatible-Android-Bluetooth/dp/B08C72V1LB/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=5GRQFGFRG62A&keywords=portable+photo+printer&qid=1670813913&sprefix=portable+photo+printer%2Caps%2C201&sr=8-1-spons&ufe=app_do%3Aamzn1.fos.006c50ae-5d4c-47
https://www.amazon.com/Drop-Stop-Original-Patented-Filler/dp/B00BYH6C1E
https://mnzoo.org/
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/parks/parksTrails/SpringLake/Pages/bison-prairie.aspx
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/park.html?id=spk00235#homepage
https://belwin.org/visit/#bison
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Member News 

Congratulations to our N4C Monthly Contest Winners 

Magnolia 

Judy Lathrop 

HM—Pictorial, October 2022 

The Jewelry Box 

Marilyn Victor 

1st Place—Pictorial, October 2022 

 

Glam Girl  

Linda Rutherford 

Merit—Altered Reality, September  2022 
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Ranunculus 

Mary Johnson 

HM—Pictorial, October 2022 

 

Pasque Flowers 
Pat McLean 
Merit—Nature, October 2022 
 

 

Berlin Sony Center 

Annette van Lengerich 

Merit—Pictorial, October 2022 
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Psychedelic Coneflower 
Linda Rutherford  
Merit—Altered Reality, November 2022 

Accordion Man 
Marilyn Victor 
2nd Place—B&W October 2022 
 

Woman in Peru 
Marilyn Victor 
Merit—Travel, October 2022 
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Solitary Light 

Linda Rutherford 

Merit—Pictorial, November 2022 

Harley 
Marilyn Victor 
HM—Pictorial, November 2022 
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News and Views is published digitally four times per year and is a benefit of membership in the 

Woman’s Photo Club. Membership dues are currently $20 per year, due in January.  Back issues 

can be viewed on our website https://womensphotoclub.wixsite.com/website-1 

Members are invited to submit any articles, reviews, tips, or opinions with a focus on photography 

to womensphotoclub@gmail.com.  Suggestions of the same are also welcome.   

 

Co-Managing Editors   Beverly Hawkins 

  Marilyn Victor 

Treasurer   Terri Sposito 

Membership   Terri Sposito 

Digital Chair   Linda Rutherford 

Email   womensphotoclub@gmail.com 

©All content and photographs are the property of Women’s Photo Club and its members.   

We are affiliated with The Twin Cities Council of Camera Clubs, the North Central Camera Club Council 
(N4C) and the Photographic Society of America 

 

To take a photograph is to participate in another person’s 
(or thing’s) mortality, vulnerability, mutability. Precisely 
by slicing out this moment and freezing it, all photographs 
testify to time’s relentless melt.  

— Susan Sontag, American writer, philosopher and activist 

https://womensphotoclub.wixsite.com/website-1

