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Land O’Lakes Kennel Club Dog Show, Jan 3-5, 2020 is a great place to photograph dogs and their 

owners.  Held at the St. Paul River Centre.  There is an admission fee. 

 

Marjorie McNeely Conservatory at Como Park Winter Flower Show, Jan. 18-Mar 31, 2020 – the show is 

free and open to the public and will feature a mix of jewel toned plants. Azaleas, pansies, lilies and other 

flowers will be showcased in the conservatory during the winter months. 

 

St. Paul Winter Carnival, Jan. 23 – Feb. 3.  Lots of photo ops.  Snow sculptures, parades, bobsledding, 

ice horse-racing and dog sled race. Check out the website for dates and times of events: 

https://www.wintercarnival.com/ 

 

Winter Carnival Orchid Show, Jan. 25-26, 2020.  Escape to the tropics.  Hundreds of orchid plants 

owned by the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory, as well as individual members of the Orchid Society of 

Minnesota will transform the Conservatory into a tropical wonderland where orchids rule.  $5 admission 

fee. 

 

Lake Harriet Winter Kite Festival, Jan. 25.  The event takes place at the bandshell and is free. 

 

Trumpeter Swans can be photographed in Monticello, MN, about a half hour drive northwest of the 

Twin Cities.  Ellison Park is a nice early morning location to photograph this great white bird.  Check out 

the SwanCam at Swan Park: http://www.fibernetmonticello.com/swan-cam/.  The swans usually hang 

around this area through March. 

 

Swans are also easily accessible (but the ice can be treacherous so be prepared) near Hudson, WI on the 

St. Croix River.  Hudson is about a 40 minute drive.  You can walk right down to the river shore to 

photograph these and other water fowl (Canada geese, mallards, etc.).   

 

Veteran’s Park, Shakopee is a good place to photograph ducks, geese and swans. Because people 

illegally feed them, it’s easy to get close 

 

Snelling State Park is a good area for deer photographs.  People feed them, even though they’re not 

supposed to, so the deer have little fear of people. You also may see eagles and owls.  

 

Valley National Wildlife Refuge is a great place for frozen landscapes and photographing birds.  You 

may also see coyotes, beavers and muskrats. 

 

Take photos of frozen bubbles! 

 

https://www.wintercarnival.com/
http://www.fibernetmonticello.com/swan-cam/


Don’t want to be outdoors?  Visit the Minnesota Zoo and enjoy their tropic’s trail and Minnesota trail.  If 

you do venture outside, the northern trail is little traveled by visitors in the winter and is a great 

opportunity to see tigers and other northern animals enjoying the snow and the cold.   

 

Further Afield 

 

Icebox Days, International Falls, Jan. 16-19, features the famous Freeze Yer Gizzard Blizzard Run and a 

moonlight snow shoe event.  

 

Sax-Sim Bog - https://saxzim.org/  - Open year-round, this is a birder’s paradise.  You may see great gray 

owls and northern hawk owls.  Bobcat, lynx, pine martens and fishers also call this area home.  

Wintering birds can usually be seen from mid-December through late February. 

https://saxzim.org/

